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TERM DEFINITION 

501 (c)3 Public Benefit tax exempt non-profit organization as defined by 
IRS statutes and regulations.  Includes a wide variety of 
institutions serving many societal needs and interests, such as 
health clinics, counseling centers and hospitals; community 
service organizations offering tutoring or youth programs. 
 

501 (c)4 Public Benefit tax exempt non-profit organization as defined by 
IRS statutes and regulations.  Includes Civic Leagues, Social 
Welfare Organizations; e.g., Senior Citizens Centers. 
 

501 (c)6 Business League tax exempt non-profit organizations as defined 
by IRS statutes and regulations.  Includes Chambers of 
Commerce, Kiwanis and Lions Clubs. 
 

509 (a)1 Public Charity tax exempt non-profit organization as defined by 
IRS statutes and regulations.  Includes educational organizations 
such as colleges, universities, hospitals, and medical research 
organizations. 
 

Age Group Defined as Youth (0-18), Adults (19-55), Seniors (>55), or All. 
 

Arts The Visual, Musical, and Performing Arts (see education for arts 
education programs). 
 

Audited Financial 
Statement 

Financial statements prepared and certified by a Certified Public 
Accountant (auditor).  The auditor certifies that the financial 
statements meet the requirements of the U.S. Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). 
 

Civic/Community Defined as Public Service, Cities, Chambers, and other civic and 
community organizations or projects. 
 

Education Defined as math/science, workforce, environment, social studies 
and arts education.   
 
Note:  Public and private K-12 schools only receive direct funding through in-kind computer 
program.  

 
Environment Defined as endangered plant and animal habitats, air, land and 

water quality and energy conservation. 
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Ethnicity Defined as African American, American Indian/Alaskan Native, 
Asian/Pacific Islander, Caucasian, Latino/Hispanic. 
 

Health & Human Services Social & Health Programs including humanitarian and community 
needs.   
 

In-Kind Donation of computers.   
 

IRS 990 Tax Form Specifies how much an organization made and how monies were 
spent. This form is often used in lieu of audited financial 
statements when appropriate. 
 

IRS Determination Letter Official letter provided by the IRS to the non-profit organization 
that establishes the tax code under which an organization is 
considered to be non-profit, e.g. 501(c)3, 501(c)4, etc. and 
therefore tax exempt. 
 

Lists of Major 
Contributors 

A list of your major contributors, including their most recent 
donation amount. 
 

Low Income Individuals or households defined as low income by your 
organization. This can include no income (ie. homeless). 
 

Marketing Materials Press releases, brochures, ads, newsletters, etc. 
 

Mission Statement Defines the purpose or broader goal for being in existence or in 
business. 
 

Organization Name The legal name of your non-profit organization, as recognized by 
the IRS. 
 

Scholarship Funding that directly supports high school and college students 
in their pursuit of furthering their education. 
 

Sponsorship Support of special events that build community support, 
celebrate accomplishments, or generate revenue for non-profit 
organizations. 
 

 
 


